
Got Questions: 
Does Everything Happen for a Reason? 

Easy Part: Is there a Reason for Existence? 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 

for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.  

Revelation 4:11b 

 

Harder Part: How Much of What Happens is Directly Because of Him? 

Ecclesiastes 1:1 – 14 

1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.  

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.  

3 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? 

• Key phrases in Ecclesiastes:  

o “under the sun” or “under heaven” 

o “vanity of vanities” 

4 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever.  

5 The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it rises.  

6 The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north; around and around goes the wind, and on 

its circuits the wind returns.  

7 All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow, there they flow 

again.  

8 All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear 

filled with hearing.  

9 What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new 

under the sun.  

10 Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is new”? It has been already in the ages before us.  

11 There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any remembrance of later things yet to 

be among those who come after.  

12 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.  

13 And I applied my heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an 

unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with.  

14 I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind.  

 

Explanation #1: Time and Chance 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 

nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and 

chance happen to them all.  
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Explanation #2: Two Kingdoms are at Work 

Ephesians 2:1 - 2  
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  
2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience 
 
Psalm 103:6 The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 
 

Explanation #3: Humans make Choices 

Ecclesiastes 12:10 - 14  
10 The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth.  
11 The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are 
given by one Shepherd.  
12 My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is 
a weariness of the flesh.  
13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.  
14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 
 

God’s Providence 

Proverbs 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 
 
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will 
stand. 
 
James 4:13 - 16  
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 
there and trade and make a profit”—  
14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for 
a little time and then vanishes.  
15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”  
16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.  
 

Psalm 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD 

watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.  

Psalm 90:16 - 17  

16 Let your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.  

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, 

establish the work of our hands! 
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Humility Lessons from Job 

Job 1:21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, 
and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
 
Job 42:1 - 3 
1 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 
2 “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 
 

 

Let’s Consider What this Verse is Saying 

 

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 

are called according to his purpose. 

1. We know that God is always working...  
2. God is always working for good… 
3. God works all things together for good… 

 

 

“I trust in You. You are my God. My Times are in Your Hand” 

Psalm 31:9 – 16 
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body 
also.  

10 For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength fails because of my iniquity, 
and my bones waste away.  

11 Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, especially to my neighbors, and an object of 
dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me.  

12 I have been forgotten like one who is dead; I have become like a broken vessel.  

13 For I hear the whispering of many— terror on every side!— as they scheme together against me, as 
they plot to take my life.  

14 But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”  

15 My times are in your hand… 

 


